19 – Outdated Information


Sometimes it’s hard to believe that newly published high school and college text books could contain incorrect and disproved information, yet they sometimes do. 

A few years ago I took a year-long series of college coursework in biology, microbiology and human genetics, just to get some personal updating. One of my texts, published in 1996, presented three proofs for evolution; embryonic recapitulation, the archaeopteryx, and the evolution of the horse. 

Most of us can remember the horse story from grammar and high school: those sketches of these four-legged animals, beginning with a dog-sized animal, and increasing in size until, lastly, a picture of the modern horse. These were presented as the evolutionary development, over millions of years, of the horse. 

The "Hyracotherium", the smallest proposed horse, was renamed "Eohippus", had 4 toes on his front feet, and 3 toes on his hind feet. Richard Owen, a leading paleontologists of the day and the inventor of the word ‘dinosaur’, a staunch opponent of Darwin, discovered this “dawen horse” in 1841. He saw no connection with the horse, but thought it was very like a modern-day rock badger or coney. The next, supposedly the first of the three-toed horses, uses the fossilized remains of the "Hipparion". Although it is claimed that the "Hipparion" has been extinct for millions of years, Cryptozoologists found an animal that some believe is the Hipparion, in 1903. The Okapi, extremely similar to the Hipparion,  now lives only in the northeastern rainforests of Zaire in central Africa. The okapi is not a relative of the horse, but of the giraffe. 

Bones of the supposed "earliest" horses have been found at or near the surface, and are sometimes found right next to modern horse fossils. The number of ribs is also used to "prove" evolution of the horse, but the number of ribs fluctuate between the species. Further, true fossil horses have splint bones that were useful to them. Now they are shriveled and useless. This shows a loss of complexity, not evolution. Yet  the Evolution of the horse is still being taught as fact in schools today. 

If science is a search for truth, no scientific theory should be allowed to freeze into dogma, immune from critical examination and evaluation. No text book today should present the evolution of the horse as proof of evolution. It’s time, teachers, students, and parents, as Paul warned Titus is Chapter 6, regarding philosophy in general, to Be aware of oppositions of science falsely so called. 

