21 – Outdated Information


We’ve been discussing three examples of outdated information is sometimes taught as fact in modern high school and college textbooks. So far we’ve looked at two of them, the archaeopteryx, and the evolution of the horse. Now let’s examine embryonic recapitulation.

How many of you high school and college students can find in your textbooks, shown as proof of evolution, series of pictures or photos of advancing stages of human and other mammals as they develop before birth?

Darwin said that embryological evidence was "second to none in importance." The idea that higher life forms go through the previous evolutionary chain before birth was popularized by Ernst Haeckel in 1866. It was later found that Haeckel forged the diagrams which he used as evidence for this theory. 

The main arguments for embryonic recapitulation are the supposed "gill slits" (left over from fish), "yolk sac" (left over from the reptile stage), and "tail" (from the monkeys) in the human embryo. The gill slits, so called, are never slits, nor do they ever function in respiration. They are actually four pairs of pouches: the first pair become germ-fighting organs; the second, the middle ear canals; the third and fourth pairs become the parathyroid and thymus glands. 

The yolk sac does not store food because the mother's body provides this to the embryo. In fact, the "yolk sac’s true function is to produce the first blood cells. The "tail" is no tail, but just the tip of the spine extending beyond the muscles of the embryo. The end of this will eventually become the coccyx, instrumental in the ability to stand and sit as humans do. Also we should  the fact that different higher life forms experience different stages in different orders, often contrary to the assumed evolutionary order. Even one of the leading spokesman today for evolution, Stephen Jay Gould, stated in his book, Dr. Down’s Syndrome, …”Both the theory and 'ladder approach' to classification which it encouraged are, or should be, defunct today”. 

What really can be disturbing to me, however, is the philosophy that, though the theory in itself is known to be false, it is still acceptable in the minds of some educators to use it to “dramatize”, to help the student visualize, the “fact” of evolution. Therefore, say these, teaching this lie as support for evolutionary theory is justified. So, let the teacher, student and parent beware, for as the wise Solomon advises, telling the truth saves lives, but he who speaks lies is treacherous. 

